
In the 1800s the US govt. passed several scrip acts.  They issued land to soldiers in lieu of pay 

for service or to entice more fellows to hitch up.  In 1849 Cotton Partridge was issued the 

north half of the original Saaijenga farm.   Cotton sold those 40 acres for $10 to his son James 

who also was issued many more acres of land in Ridott Twp. near German Valley, IL.  

In 1853 James sold 80 of those acres to Great Grampa and Great Gramma Folkert and 

Lucasdina Saaijenga for $250. The official papers were signed April 23, 1853 in New York City.  

Five days later those papers were validated in Freeport, IL.  This speed amazes me.  The paper 

work had to go by snail-mail. 

 

    



 

(Folkert and Lucasdina had arrived in New York Aug. 16, 1850 with their daughter Haukedina 

who was born May 1, 1850 in Germany. Imagine taking an infant on a ship for days.  While 

living in New York City, Folkert was a blacksmith and, also, Grampa George was born May 19, 

1853.) 

After purchasing the farm, Folkert and Lucasdina packed up their possessions plus their 2 

children and found their way half way across the country to German Valley. Their original 

cabin burned so they erected a second cabin which was the basis for later additions thru the 

years. 

 

Money was tight in 1855 and they were not able to pay the 1854 county tax for the farm so it 

was sold at public auction June 12, 1855 to Bright and Smith.  Aug. 31, 1855 Folkert was able 



to redeem the farm for $5.75.  The original tax bill had been $2.70 but penalties bumped it up 

to $5.75. 

 

Disaster struck the very next month when Folkert died Sept. 26, 1855 of a heat stroke. There 

was Lucasdina with a 5 yr. old daughter and a 2 year old son and an 80 acre farm to care for 

alone.  Because Folkert had no will, Haukedina and George inherited the farm.  Lucasdina did 

not own it.   

Eleven months later Lucasdina remarried (Sept. 1, 1856).  

 



Henry Sjoberg was listed by Folkert in a notebook as having helped with farm work. The 

marriage fizzled and things were not pretty; the courts ordered him to stay away from the 

children.  

 

 



 In Dec. 1867 the courts decided that Haukedina and George needed a guardian so they 

appointed a neighbor to govern the finances of the farm. (Lukasdina was allowed to raise the 

kids on the farm.) 

 

In 1874 Haukedina and George sold their shares of the farm to their mother for $1. Neither 

this transaction nor the children inheriting the farm in 1855 show up in the abstract. I have the 

original quit claims for the 1874 transfer to Lucasdina. 

In 1899 Lucasdina died and Haukedina and George inherited the farm for the second time.   

Haukedina sold her share to George for $3220, making the value of the 80 acres jump from 

$10 to $250 to $6440.  This transaction was not listed on the official abstract but I have the 

original quit claims. 



Oct. 1901 George married Hilka Popkes and they were the parents of 9 children.  George died 

Jan. 4, 1925 and Hilka died Aug. 19, 1943.  The farm was owned by the 9 children.  In 1946 

Folkert and Anna Saaijenga bought out the shares of Folkert’s 8 siblings.  Value of the farm was 

listed as $8800. 

 

In 1986 the farm was purchased by Folkert and Ann’s daughter and son in law for $58,000. 

In 1988 the farm was sold in 2 parcels (one parcel, the buildings and 5.8 acres, the other parcel 

the remaining acres of farmland) for a total of over $100.000. In the 139 years since the 

original transfer from the US government the value jumped from $10 to well over $100,000.  It 

was a good home for 17 people thru the years. 

 

 


