The following note was included in the Thank You notes after Dad’s funeral in 1989.

Folkert Saaijenga

Thank you to all the people who were so much a part of Dad’s life: the loyal life-long friend
from Seward who spent so many hours with Dad; the Baileyville lady who called often and gave
him advice about cooking (She too has gone to join her spouse in eternity now.); the teen-age
neighbor who took the time to chat with an old man about everything from TV movies to
yesteryear farming; the neighbors who kept Dad plowed out and rescued him when he got his
lawn mower stuck; the kind neighbor who put on hold his own anniversary plans and stayed with
Dad until the ambulance crew arrived; the ambulance crew who always combine compassion
with professional ability;

The Girl Scouts, Brownies, and their understanding leader who came to visit Dad and brought
him goodies; the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and their leaders who came to carol; the carolers from
several churches who remembered Dad (He was so proud that you thought of him!); the German
Valley friend who cut out “Letters To the Editor” from a Rockford paper for Dad; another
long-time German Valley friend who used to call him early on his birthday to extend her greetings
and friendship; Mr. And Mrs. Santa Clause from rural Freeport who were devoted and constant
friends;

The caring people from Hospice who realized that, even tho Mom was dying at the time, Dad
needed to feel that somebody considered him important too; those kind, loving CONTACT
workers who called him every morning for many months and let him ramble on about his life and
memories (Dad depended on you for so many things - he even called you when the apartment



above him had a water leak!); the nephews and nieces who were always there to help him with
everything from moving and clearing out the family home to cleaning up “Uncle Folkert’s
house”. (You brought him flowers and goodies and, best of all, your children to brighten his

day);

The grandkids who spent so much time with him and sent lots of letters so he didn’t feel forgotten;
the gentleman who faithfully brought the church tapes (This guy had already earned his halo
when Mom was still with us.); the kind people at Willow Park Apartments who helped him adjust
to his new home; the very special sister and brother-in-law who were always there when he
needed them and went way beyond what could be expected of them; all those people who sent
him Christmas cards (They were some of Dad’s last joys and he kept count of the cards daily.);

And the list could go on and on with all the super people in this area. Truly God’s love is evident
in you all!

Thank you.

FOLKERT SAAIJENGA

GERMAN VALLEY - Folkert G.
Saaijenga, 86, of German Valley,
died this moming, Jan, 30, 1989, at
Freeport Manor Nursing Home after
a short illness.

For many years he farmed on the
family farm where he was born until
moving to the Willow Park Apart-
ments in July, 1988.

He was a member of Silver Creek
Reformed Church, a charter member
of the Stephenson County Antique
Engine Club and was the last surviv-
ing member of the Iler School Board,

On March 2, 1902, he was bom in
Germawn Valley, the son of George
and Hilka (Popkes) Saaijenga. He
married Anna 1. Pieper in Malcolm,
Neb. on June 5, 1941. she died Nov,
25, 1987. .

Surviving are a daughter, Linda
(Mrs. Robert) Faist of Freeport; two
brothers, Clarence of Shannon and
Harold of Freeport; four sisters, Dena
Saaijenga and Hattie Saaijenga, both
of Monmouth, Bertha (the Rev. An-
drew) Meyer of Sibley, Iowa, and
Rose (Mrs. Harold) Suess) of Rock
Grove; and five grandchildren; Larry
of Freeport, Lori (Lt. Jeff) McCarthy
of Killeen, Texas, Cindy Faist of
Waco, Texas, Sandi Faist of Athens,
Ga., and Meméea-¢Mrs. Randy}Faist
of Monterey, Calif.

In addition to his wife, he was pre-
ceded in death by two brothers, Hil-
vin and George.

Service will be 1:30 p.m. Thursday
at Silver Creek Reformed Church.
The Rev. Trevlyn Kimball, pastor,
will officiate. Burial will be in Silver
Creek Cemetery.

Friends may call from 7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday at Genandt Funeral
Home, German Valley.

A memorial fund has been estab-
lished.




